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 NEWS AND THE MOVEMENT 

 Newspapers and Ideas in the Chicano 
Movement 

  Introduction 

 This chapter will examine the role of print media by considering the develop-
ment of alternative newspapers as an outgrowth and defi ning component of the 
Chicano Movement. In much the same way that local militants sought control 
of the schools, the creation of cooperatives and credit unions, a political voice, 
and alternatives to gang life and an end to police brutality, the variety of activist 
centers of the Chicano Movement also engaged in the production of cultural, 
political, and informational media through the creation of a movement- driven 
press. The newspapers established were often the work of a small cadre of com-
mitted activists who reported on local news, politics, education, and culture, and 
reprinted national items from national Chicano leaders, journalists, and eventually 
the Chicano Press Association (CPA). The Chicano newspapers established in the 
1960s and 1970s included weekly, quarterly, and other publications that served a 
variety of Chicano communities large and small. Some were neighborhood or 
campus papers that covered the minute details of local Chicano politics, while oth-
ers highlighted poetry, art, the farm workers movement, politics, or the academic 
issues of the modern university. The chapter begins with an exploration of ethnic 
newspapers in America, the Mexican American press, and the underground and 
counterculture press as antecedents. The chapter then details the main develop-
ment of the Chicano newspaper movement, the founding of the CPA, and the 
role the press played in building a movement culture, exploring and defi ning 
Chicano identity, as well as revealing and giving voice to Chicana women’s issues. 
In many ways, the Chicano press was the primary educational and propaganda 
vehicle for the Chicano Movement nationwide. 

 Scholars have long considered the print media central to the production of 
‘imagined communities’ among groups and nations. The Chicano newspapers of 
the 1960s and 1970s sought both to imagine a new community and establish 
a distinct Chicano nation. The press defi ned what it meant to be a Chicano. 
They did so by exploring the history of Mexican Americans and the civilization 
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118 News and the Movement

of the Aztecs, imperial Spain, and revolutionary Mexico as well as the history 
of Mexican- ancestry working- class life in the Southwest. Some of the papers 
also considered the links between Chicano nationalism and that of Puerto Rican 
independence activists. Much as the Black Power press did, Chicano essayists 
reported on the rise of anti- colonial movements in Africa, Vietnam, and Cuba and 
drew connections between these Third World movements and their own efforts 
in the United States. Placing their own movement within this global revolution-
ary context linked Chicanos to an international imaginary that took them out 
of the barrio while also legitimizing the barrio as cultural center and homeland 
analogous to the new nations then seeking independence. Chicano newspapers 
also explored masculinity in primitive and creative ways as they wrestled with 
the meaning of manliness in an era of expanding women’s liberation. Chicano 
authors sought to defi ne machismo and male pride as they connected themselves 
to the martial history of the Aztecs and Mexico, while Chicanas often established 
their own organizations and newspapers to redefi ne their place as women and 
imagine the Chicano movement as a non- patriarchal freedom struggle. The press 
linked Chicanos from the global and transnational cities of Los Angeles and San 
Antonio, the urban centers at Denver and Chicago, with those living in the Great 
Plains, the Great Lakes region, and the Pacifi c Northwest. The news service and 
informal reprinting and information sharing linked core and periphery as they 
sought to create a national Chicano community through the press. 1   

  Ethnic Newspapers in America 

 Most Americans have immigrant origins, and the ethnic newspapers established 
by migrants and settlers have played a large role in advocating for the rights of 
non- English speakers, exiles, refugee radicals, and new US citizens alike. These 
papers often embraced homeland/country of origin- specifi c nationalism in reac-
tion to imperialism in Europe, Latin America, and elsewhere. In other cases, ethnic 
newspapers became an opposition mouthpiece from the United States in the 
national politics of various homelands. Often short- lived and driven by the cha-
risma of an editor or publisher, the ethnic newspaper kept immigrants appraised 
of events back home, supported national liberation or independence movements, 
and reported on the basic issues faced by settler neighborhoods, detailing the pro-
vision of services and the ‘how to’ of adjustment to life in so- called ethnic slums 
in the United States. 2  Following World War I- era attacks on leftist, Socialist, and 
Communist immigrant radicals, some ethnic newspapers embraced Americanism 
as they instructed readers on civic duty, naturalization, and voting and called on 
ethnics to support candidates for offi ce from within their kinship communities. 3  
Despite the hyphenated- Americanist worldview of some papers, ethnic papers 
continued to refl ect the vast diversity of ethnic and language communities, as 
many continued to publish in native languages, emphasize transnational links to 
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News and the Movement 119

a variety of homelands, and engage in lobbying on various issues of importance 
to the ethnic or national group served by the newspaper. 4  Many of these papers 
were small, undercapitalized, and short- lived, yet all refl ected a hybridity and com-
mitment to an ethnic view, though many became increasingly ‘hyphenated’ in 
outlook (they emphasized their patriotism and Americanism) as the twentieth 
century progressed and the post- 1945 Cold War set in and stifl ed dissent.  

  The Mexican American Press 

 Like other American ethnics, Mexican Americans have been producing newspa-
pers and print media since the nineteenth century, and if one includes heritage 
publications from the Spanish and Mexican period in the Southwest, much lon-
ger. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries the Mexican immigrant 
community, like their European immigrant counterparts, published newspapers 
in the language of their country of origin, Spanish, which were often linked 
to nationalist movements in Mexico. Expatriates in San Antonio, California, and 
other locations in the Southwestern United States produced a media culture that 
looked to Mexico yet also often detailed local events and politics, with many 
speaking forcefully in defense of the rights of Mexican immigrants in the United 
States. Newspapers were also produced in major cities of the Mexican immi-
grant experience with sporadic publication in many Midwestern railroad cities 
with concentrations of Mexican workers or where a Mexican consulate fostered 
a print culture. 5  By mid- century some newspapers, such as the  LULAC News , 
had adopted a US- citizenship-oriented cultural outlook defi ned by a ‘Mexican 
American’ worldview, even as they pushed for political, educational, cultural, and 
civil rights and an end to discrimination against Mexican Americans. 6  Other pub-
lications, sometimes supported by Mexican consulates, maintained a commitment 
to a Mexican identity, the maintenance of Mexican citizenship, and the celebra-
tion of Mexican holidays. 7  Mexican American newspapers before the 1960s in 
general refl ected the great diversity of the Mexican- ancestry community as both 
a domestic ethnic group and a transnational one. 

 Most importantly for the development of Chicano newspapers was  Regener-
ación , published and edited by the exiled Flores- Magón brothers in the United 
States after 1900, which became a model for papers of the 1960s. Written in Span-
ish (and later in an English edition),  Regeneración , published by Jesús Flores- Magón 
and edited by Ricardo Flores- Magón, was linked to the Junta Organizadora del 
Partido Liberal Mexicano (a Mexican political party) and railed against the dic-
tatorship of Porfi rio Díaz in Mexico.  Regeneración  featured essays by Ricardo that 
served as templates for reform in postrevolutionary Mexico. The paper was quite 
infl uential and moved with the brothers as they criss- crossed the US– Mexican 
border during times of confl ict.  Regeneración  had its biggest US impact during its 
publication in Los Angeles after 1907, when Ricardo Flores- Magón shifted from 
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120 News and the Movement

liberal to anarchist politics in his writings, developed relationships with promi-
nent US- based radicals, and turned his attention from Mexican revolutionary 
discourse to US politics, racism, labor unionization and other issues facing Mexi-
can immigrants. This move to US topics drew criticism from Anglo elites in Los 
Angeles and from the US government. Due to his increasing radicalism, participa-
tion in border skirmishes, and revolutionary writings, Ricardo Flores- Magón was 
arrested and charged under the Espionage Act of 1917 for sedition and sentenced 
to 20 years in prison in 1918 for allegedly attempting to foment revolution in 
the United States. He would die in Leavenworth Penitentiary, Kansas, in 1922 
and be celebrated as a Mexican national hero. Mexico requested that his remains 
be repatriated, a request that was not honored until 1945 when he was returned 
to Mexico and interred at the Rotonda de las Personas Ilustres in Mexico City 
alongside some of Mexico’s most important revolutionaries, artists, writers, and 
scientists. Flores- Magón’s radicalism, active transnationalism, and commitment to 
revolution— and to taking up arms if need be— made him a hero to many young 
Chicanos in the 1960s, and the newspaper he produced with his brother became 
a template for the Chicano publications of the era. 8   

  Underground Newspapers and the 1960s 

 The underground press or alternative press defi ned and detailed the countercul-
ture of the 1960s. To understand the Chicano Press Movement, one must put it 
in the context of the underground press movement of the same era. With new 
and cheap typesetting and printing technology and the mimeograph machine 
(an early relative of the photocopier), starting a paper was within reach of high 
school students and members of the counterculture. As one observer put it, ‘[f]or 
$200, almost anyone could start a paper, and almost anyone did— this fl ooded the 
hip media scene until the local underground paper became as institutionalized as 
the head shop.’ 9  The underground press was part of the massive social dislocation 
known as the counterculture and often served as a missionary for leftist politics, 
rock and roll, antiwar ideology, the recreational use of drugs, and open sexual 
relationships. 

 The underground press in the late 1960s established a network for the sharing 
of news nationwide. The Underground Press Syndicate (UPS) was established with 
125 members in 1967 and covered national events in the counterculture, enabling 
smaller papers to run stories of national signifi cance. The papers varied in quality, 
longevity, and message, with some of the urban newspapers covering politics and 
calling for revolution, as others detailed the various excesses of the local music and 
drug scenes, and yet others tended toward academic and philosophical discourse. 
Often underground papers were short- lived experiments in journalism, printed as 
editors struggled to pay rent, purchase paper, and fi nd people to distribute and sell 
the papers. Many turned to music venues, night clubs, record shops, head shops, 
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News and the Movement 121

and adult personals for advertising revenues. The comparatively few underground 
papers that lasted often had to compromise their message over time as advertising 
became important and the counterculture became part of mass culture. 

 The underground press often nurtured the development of new papers, and 
some supported minority papers to the extent of sharing printing facilities. Some 
of the larger newspapers of the era, founders of the UPS, included  Los Angeles 
Free Press , the  Berkeley Barb , the  East Village Other , and Detroit’s  Fifth Estate . These 
founding counterculture papers were soon joined by others, including Austin’s 
 The Rag , Iowa City’s  Middle Earth , Chicago’s  Seed , San Francisco’s  Oracle , Milwau-
kee’s  Kaleidoscope , and by the editors and writers of the Liberation News Service 
(LNS), which supplanted the UPS as a more focused compiler and distributer 
of news. These papers and their staffs often grew out of the various student and 
campus newspapers, some of which were participants in the campus free speech 
movement and played a role in the operation of the United States Students Press 
Association (USSPA). With over 125 alternative newspapers publishing, as well 
as many more student papers put out by high school and college journalists, the 
countercultural press had a national impact and even printed in the Deep South. 
The underground press was targeted by the FBI and by local offi cials whose 
corruption was often exposed and who lobbied record companies to halt the 
purchase of advertising or used local obscenity statutes to close the newspapers 
owing to their coverage of the sexual liberation of the era. It was reported that the 
FBI actually established some underground newspapers itself as fronts to lure in 
unsuspecting radicals and countercultural types. 10  

 The underground press set the tone and format for radical journalism in the 
1960s and shaped the development of the Chicano press in real ways. In the 
pages of many underground newspapers, the police were referred to as ‘pigs’ and 
often considered little more than occupation forces in the counterculture and 
minority neighborhoods of major cities. The countercultural press covered devel-
opments in Black Power, Chicano Power, and the American Indian Movement, 
and most were strongly against the war in Vietnam. The discussion of the war as 
an expression of imperialism linked the US underground press to antiwar activ-
ists nationwide. While often fi xated on the United States, the underground press 
was also aware of the changes going on globally as anti- colonialism, anti- police 
brutality, and the suppression of free speech in the West were covered within the 
context of a global youth movement which included both the Third World and 
domestic minorities. While often primitive in terms of printing technology, the 
underground press paid signifi cant attention to covering art and often incorpo-
rated art and poetry throughout the paper. The cover design was meant to grab 
the attention of people who might be walking past a salesperson on the street 
and highlighted the artistic spirit of the counterculture. The underground press 
often included shocking covers akin to poster art or collage- format use of photos, 
graphics, and intricate mastheads to grab attention. This style became standard for 
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122 News and the Movement

countercultural publications nationwide. 11  In many ways, the Chicano press and 
the Black Power press were outgrowths of the broader movement culture of the 
1960s and grew in tandem with the underground press movement. The Chicano 
and Black Power presses were perhaps more inclined than the rest of the under-
ground press to cover specifi c cases of police brutality in detail as examples of 
the historical tensions between the police and minority people. The youth focus 
was also evident. The Chicano press often adopted the underground press cover 
style, incorporating photographic collage, line drawing, and poster art motifs in 
the covers of newspapers which, like their underground counterparts, were often 
sold on street corners and benefi tted from a cover that captured the attention 
of passersby and made them readers. Most importantly the Chicano press, like 
the underground and Black Power presses, presented a counter- narrative to the 
mainstream media. 12   

  The Rise of the Chicano Press 

 The growth of the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFWOC) 
in California led to the establishment of a Mexican American newspaper that 
set the tone for the Chicano press era to come. In the mid 1960s groups such as 
the UFWOC in California and Texas and Obreros Unidos (OU) in Wisconsin 
were publishing newspapers and newsletters that pressed for local participation 
in the grape boycott and farm labor organizing efforts. These labor newspapers 
were meant to educate workers on the issues facing the unions and inform them 
of their rights under labor, housing, education, and health law, as well as provide 
a connection to the services provided by the union or other supportive groups. 
The newspapers also shared information on farm labor organizing in other places 
across the nation, with the California paper reporting mainly on the grape boy-
cott and the Wisconsin and Texas union- affi liated papers and newsletters seeking 
support both for California’s grape boycott and for local organizing drives . El 
Malcriado  (the ill- mannered or the brat), established in Delano by Dolores Huerta 
and Cesar Chavez in 1964, became a forum for news about farm workers, a 
vehicle for political organizing, and a venue for artistic expressions of Mexican 
American working- class culture and life fi ltered through the struggle to establish 
the farm workers’ union in California. In Wisconsin, where migrants established 
 La Voz Mexicana  as a seasonal publication in 1964, the newspaper became a farm 
labor publication by 1966, reporting on the UFWOC effort in California and 
the OU union drive in Wisconsin, as well as informing seasonal migrants about 
their rights and local services and providing news clips from hometowns in Texas. 
Radical commitment to the labor cause and the focus on providing accurate 
information about health, safety, and civil rights to Mexican American farm work-
ers were both defi nitive aspects of what became Chicano journalism. Education 
and public service news were central to the Mexican American labor press, as well 
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News and the Movement 123

as the youth- driven Chicano press. Labor movement papers educated Mexican- 
ancestry workers as to the ideology, praxis, and activities of the movement, as they 
also provided a key public service by reporting in a direct and clear way on the 
law, educational opportunities, health services, and other important news to local 
working- class communities. 13   

  Building a Movement Culture in Print 

 As is true of any nation- building endeavor, those seeking to build a national con-
sciousness must be clear about who exactly comprises the nation and which space 
or territory belongs to the nation. In the Mexican American route to becoming 
Chicano, the Chicano Movement and the Chicano press did the work of imagin-
ing a Chicano community in which activists and barrios could claim a position 
as the inheritors of  Aztlán in the American Southwest. 14  Almost from the start, 
this nationalist project was full of contradictions. In  El Plan Espiritual de Aztlán  
one sees the contradictions clearly. Chicanos are a ‘new people’ who are proud 
of a ‘historical heritage’ and reject the ‘brutal “gringo” invasion of our territo-
ries’ yet also embrace the imperial role as ‘civilizers’ of land held by independent 
Native American tribes before going on to reclaim the Southwest as the land 
of their ‘forefathers,’ claiming it as ‘Aztlán’ (mythical homeland of the Aztecs) as 
part of a ‘Bronze Continent.’ 15  In Aztlán, mythic in orientation and makeup, the 
sharp edges of Spanish colonialism and Mexican colonialism among the Native 
peoples of the Southwest are softened by the ‘civilizing’ aspect of the ‘Mestizo 
Nation’ brought north by the ancestors of the Chicanos. 16  For Mexican American 
youth in the 1960s, living between Mexican and American cultures, this hybridity 
itself is fl uid and perhaps required a softening of the jagged edges of history. 
There were many questions to be sure. As Chicano movement leaders sought to 
claim the mythic space of a new nation for the Chicano people, they confronted 
the very contradictions of a people who lived between two national histories 
and across several indigenous histories. The Chicano press sought to explore the 
meaning, potential, and limits of the Chicano imaginary as they built a nation for 
an in- between people in North American national histories. 17  

 Much of the project of the Chicano Movement was focused on the process of 
building a sense of self as Chicanos rather than as Mexican Americans. Mexican- 
ancestry people in the US Southwest were a product of the vast process of impe-
rialism, colonialism, war, and migration in North America, and as such they were 
a bicultural and often bilingual people, refl ecting the great diversity of a border-
land and a migrant community. To understand the Chicano position within and 
between the two largest population centers in North America was part of the 
Chicano intellectual project. The bicultural reality of Mexican American life was a 
topic that drew quite a bit of attention in the Chicano Movement print media. In a 
common examination, Chicanos had to confront the ‘demands of two cultures’ and 
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124 News and the Movement

‘comply with the requirements of both cultures,’ a process that writers reasoned 
may have left Chicanos ‘without an identity.’ 18  Mexican Americans were torn 
between an Americanist imaginary that highlighted liberty and individualism, and 
a Mexicanist and largely Catholic imaginary that placed the focus on family and 
community. These essentialized tensions impacted understandings about gender, 
politics, and culture in ways that some believed compelled Mexican Americans 
to choose or face the confusion of living between both imagined communities. 
Chicano journalists criticized the educational, political, and social system in the 
United States for failing to create a truly pluralistic society that would adequately 
accommodate the ‘culturally different,’ and they set out to create their own Chi-
cano nation. 19  

 The fi rst component of Chicano nationalism was the reimagining of  Aztlán 
as a homeland. To establish a sense of nationhood, Chicano writers and activ-
ists renamed the US Southwest ‘Aztlán’ after the mythical homeland of the 
Aztecs, thus claiming this territory. The renaming of the US Southwest as Aztlán 
gave Chicanos a territory that was theirs and neither Mexican or American but 
important to both national histories. The creation stories of modern Mexico and 
of current- day Mexico City, as represented on the Mexican fl ag’s image of the 
golden eagle on a prickly pear cactus killing a serpent, are tied together with the 
myth of  Aztlán and the founding of  Tenochtitlan (Mexico City). By claiming 
the American Southwest as Aztlán, Chicanos were placing themselves at the heart 
of the indigenous Mexican creation myth and claiming an Aztec inheritance. 
Rather than a peripheral people between two nations, Chicanos were the essen-
tialized heart of the Mexican people and the rightful heirs to Aztlán. Chicano 
newspapers printed images of  Aztlán that encircled the US states of  Texas, New 
Mexico, Colorado, Arizona, and California, claiming this space and setting this 
new nation apart from both the US and Mexico. For Chicanos at the time, Aztlán 
was ‘the new Chicano nation’ born out of the Chicano Youth Liberation Confer-
ence of 1969, and it consisted of those ‘Chicanos who live in the fi ve southwest-
ern states and other parts of the U.S. where Chicanos live.’ 20  Chicano newspapers 
reminded readers that they should ‘be a living part of  Aztlán and of her thought’ 
and of ‘that divine energy which is called for by the sun for the liberation, the 
self- determination, and destiny of  Aztlán and her Raza de Bronce’ (bronze race). 21  
With this reinterpretation of the Aztlán myth, Chicano writers and activists gave 
their people an identifi able homeland. 

 For some activists and authors Aztlán was meant to be a new nation, yet for 
others Aztlán served as an apt metaphor for the establishment of Chicano com-
munity control in Mexican American neighborhoods and population centers. 
Irredentist rhetoric (calls for armed rebellion), similar to that of Rodolfo ‘Corky’ 
Gonzales, was quite common in Chicano newspapers, as writers claimed that ‘La 
Raza de Bronce’ required independence to win ‘total liberation from oppression, 
exploitation, and racism.’ Yet this rhetoric is often tempered by calls for a role 
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News and the Movement 125

within the US economic, educational, and political system, defi ned by ‘revolu-
tionary acts’ to build a ‘revolutionary culture’ via an ‘independent local, regional, 
and national political party’ able to make decisions about land use, taxes, criminal 
justice, and ‘the utilization of our bodies for war.’ Quite often the language of 
those seeking to create Aztlán contained both separatist and accommodationist 
rhetoric when calling on Chicanos to embrace nationalism. 22  

 The second component of Chicano nationalism was to remake Mexican 
Americans as ‘Chicanos.’ Chicano newspapers explained the project on the part 
of ‘Raza Nueva to declare itself a nation’ as an effort to ‘bring attention to the fact 
that the Spanish Indian Mestizo Culture has been totally ignored and discouraged 
by the gringo establishment,’ alongside reports of Latin American revolutionary 
and independence movements in Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Uruguay. 23  The con-
quest of Mexico by the United States during the 1845– 1848 war and ceding of 
the Southwestern states by Mexico are seen as part of a wrongful conquest led 
by ‘gringos.’ Despite being ‘invaded’ and ‘oppressed,’ Chicanos were now able to 
claim status as a people, with a territory and a history. 24  

 Every Mexican American had the potential to become Chicano within the 
context of the movement. As the Chicano press developed, Chicanos rejected 
the term ‘Mexican American’ as a product of the Americanization that had had a 
negative impact on the Mexican-ancestry population in the United States. Com-
pelled to pay taxes, serve in the military, and perform the obligations of citizenship, 
Mexican Americans were nonetheless refused acceptance in schools, the economy, 
and the mainstream society. In most publications, some Mexican Americans were 
criticized for embracing the term— and, presumably, adopting an assimilationist or 
acculturationist view. By becoming hyphenated Americans, Mexican Americans 
had become a people who ‘exist in a limbo’ where they ‘are neither accepted or 
rejected . . . Mexican or American.’ 25  As an alternative to living between cultures, 
Mexican Americans could place themselves at the center of José Vasconcelos’s 
concept of ‘La Raza Cósmica’ (the cosmic race) with great potential for creativity 
and perfection. 26  Some, spurred on by post- World War II efforts among Mexican 
Americans to ‘make their sacrifi ce count,’ spoke of La Raza and Chicano inter-
changeably as a ‘blending of a new family of man composed of original inhabit-
ants of the Americas . . . and all immigrants from throughout the earth.’ 27  Others 
argued that La Raza was perhaps the ‘most integrated “race” there is,’ due to its 
great diversity and potential to be ‘all encompassing.’ 28  According to Rubén Sala-
zar, the reporter for the  Los Angeles Times  whose piece on Chicano identity was 
reprinted in many Chicano newspapers, a Chicano had a ‘non- Anglo image of 
himself,’ saw some Mexican Americans as ‘brainwashed,’ and rejected the notion 
that he was ‘culturally deprived.’ 29  Others within the movement pointed out that 
the whole idea of defi ning an essentialized Chicano self was a waste of time, 
since most Chicanos were too busy ‘trying to strive for better housing, for bet-
ter jobs, for a better education, and for unity among Chicano people’ rather than 

Rodriguez, Marc Simon. Rethinking the Chicano Movement, Taylor and Francis, 2014. ProQuest Ebook Central,
         http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/socal/detail.action?docID=1843429.
Created from socal on 2017-10-26 09:19:48.

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 2
01

4.
 T

ay
lo

r 
an

d 
F

ra
nc

is
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.



126 News and the Movement

ruminating about the ‘activities of Columbus fi ve centuries ago.’ 30  One critic 
rejecting the essentializing project argued that Chicanos should not ‘become 
bitter towards all white people’ because people of many different backgrounds, 
including whites, had supported and joined the Chicano struggle for civil rights. 31  

 Those who embraced this new Chicano identity also adopted the philosophy 
of ‘Chicanismo’   to guide their actions and relations with others. Adherents of 
Chicanismo claimed status as mestizo (mixed race) people of the Americas. The 
essence of this identity was indigenous. Chicanos focused on a retelling of the 
proud history of indigenous peoples in Mexico and the Americas and placing 
themselves within this historical and mythical space. To be a Chicano was to 
embrace one’s status as a brown person, and in making claims to nationhood and 
a new identity, one needed also to embrace one’s compatriots in the struggle. 
Part and parcel of the ideology of Chicanismo was an active commitment to 
 carnalismo  (brotherhood) among activists in the struggle to build and maintain 
Aztlán. This was not merely about male brotherhood—  carnalismo    was seen as a 
practice meant to strengthen the Chicano community by reimagining it as a fam-
ily of interconnected people committed to work together to build Aztlán after the 
Spanish and US American conquests. 32  Through the Chicano press and newslet-
ters, authors and activists explored and explained the meaning of an individual’s 
place within this new Chicano world and the community- based commitment to 
Chicanismo as praxis. 33  

 In most cases a Chicano was a man. Most publications speak of ‘he’ when 
referring to the Chicano, with reference often made to the ‘vato loco.’ Chicano 
rhetoric is full of examples that neglect the presence of women in order to focus 
on male bonding and male pride within the context of  American racism. Women 
were often relegated to a subservient or passive place in history— and within the 
Chicano community and Chicano Movement itself. Chicano newspapers pro-
moted masculine images and celebrated the militant as male. When women were 
reported on or praised in poetry, it was usually in a passive feminine guise rather 
than an active militant space. Women were well aware of the role of patriarchy 
within traditional Mexican- ancestry communities and, as Chicanismo matured, 
they increasingly criticized a supposedly radical movement that clung to a tradi-
tional gender hagiography. 34  

 A striking aspect of many Chicano newspapers is the amount of space dedi-
cated to poetry. Chicano college students, Brown Berets, and others wrote poetry 
that expressed the mood of the era. Poets spoke of the hardship of discrimination, 
the durability of culture, and more usual poetic themes such as love, longing, and 
desire; the majority of poems expressed the sense of awakening among Chicanos 
and Chicanas during this era. In a typical poem that blended historical memory 
with a critique of  America and of the bloodshed in Vietnam, one poet called out, 
‘Open your doors, American, and let us in!’ 35  In another poem, the author wrote 
of waking up and coming to terms with the fact that his ‘Chicano brothers have/
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been stepped on, cheated/’ as he explored his understanding of civil rights, land 
loss in the Southwest, and a desire to ‘fi ght’ for these rights. 36  Another poem, after 
refl ecting on Chicano history and mistreatment, called out for a utopian future 
and demanded that ‘my PEOPLE must be free.’ 37  Other publications featured 
poems written by Chicanos and Mexican nationals in Spanish and hybrid mixes 
of Spanish and English, which also explored the long history of Mexico and 
Chicano life and pressed for an education that did not merely assimilate but, 
rather, allowed for the hybridity that defi ned life for Mexican-ancestry people. 38  
Through poetry, college students, writers, and everyday people expressed in print 
the feelings of movement participants.  

  Chicana Women’s Identity in Chicano Periodicals 

 As was true in most social movements of the era, women within the Chicano 
Movement began to expand movement ideology to allow for a critique of gen-
der discrimination within the movement and the broader society. This effort 
developed across Chicano periodicals and led to the establishment of a variety of 
women-centered or women-inclusive journals, magazines, and movement pub-
lications. The essays tended to offer a feminist vision that expanded the con-
cept of Chicano nationalism to incorporate many aspects of traditional Mexican 
nationalism while critiquing those elements that posited a rigid and religiously 
defi ned space for women in Chicano society and families. By rejecting a tradi-
tional Catholic and Mexican patriarchal view of their place in society and the 
Chicano liberation movement, women challenged their own upbringing and that 
of their male counterparts, yet did not abandon the Chicano movement. In some 
ways, during an era of polemical rhetoric from feminists and misogynists within 
many social movements of the era, Chicana feminists offered a middle ground: 
they struggled to fi nd a way to maintain commitment to the cause of the Chicano 
Movement, and their place in it, as they pressed for a broader understanding of 
liberation among Chicano men. 39  

 Through refl ective and short analytical essays, Chicanas introduced the readers 
of Chicano periodicals to women’s place within the movement and explained 
their criticisms of the movement as an effort to reform it from within. The refl ec-
tive pieces are often written from personal experience as well as theory, blending 
personal experiences of objectifi cation and harassment with an understanding of 
feminist theory as the women writers put forward a positive view of the potential 
for Chicano men to reform. Not all of their essays were sanguine; some expressed 
fatigue and a real concern that ‘machismo,’ even if it had been imposed on Chi-
canos through the imbricated process of Spanish conquest and the long history 
of oppression in the United States, was still a central part of Chicano masculinity, 
exemplifi ed by leaders such as Rodolfo ‘Corky’ Gonzales and many of the young 
men they met in Chicano campus organizations. Many women felt let down by 
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the 1969 conference organized by Gonzales and expressed this for years after-
wards. 40  Analytical essays written by Chicanas in graduate programs argued from 
history to refute the idea that Mexican- ancestry women were inherently passive,
and provided ample evidence of women’s important role in Mexican Indepen-
dence, the Mexican Revolution, and the labor movement in the United States. 
By recovering alternative visions of Mexican- ancestry womanhood, these authors 
developed a counter- narrative to simplistic and patriarchal visions of the role 
of Mexican and Chicana women in making history. These essays also engaged 
the critiques of male activists who felt that the push for Chicana rights would 
weaken the movement by declaring their allegiance to Chicano nationalism and 
the broader goal of liberation for all Chicanos, including women. This line of 
analysis challenged the misogynists yet was communicated in a tone that, while 
militant, reminded Chicano men that the freedom struggle in which they were 
all engaged was expanding to incorporate women’s rights, and in some cases wel-
comed male support. 41  

 The exploration of Chicana identity within the broader Chicano movement is 
exemplifi ed in the writings of women who questioned— as Chicano men had— 
the structural and cultural nature of their oppression. Elvira Saragoza explored 
the role of the Chicana in an essay that expressed sadness and confusion over the 
state of women in the movement. In her essay that asked whether the Chicana 
was seen as a slave, companion, or copartner, she reminded readers of ‘La Adelita,’ 
the revolutionary women soldiers of the Mexican Revolution, as well as the fact 
that women have ‘played a major role in the strikes led by Mexican fi eld workers,’ 
and mentioned the fi lm  Salt of the Earth  which dramatized the mineworkers’ strike 
and portrayed women as heroic fi gures in working- class families who fought the 
sexism of their husbands to make the union and the community stronger. 42  In 
essays and poetry, Chicanas expressed the need to instruct Chicano men about the 
heroic, active role played by women in Mexican and Chicano history. For instance, 
the poem ‘I am María’ (perhaps echoing and challenging ‘Yo Soy Joaquín’) by 
Elena Abeyta runs the course of  Aztec history and Mexican experience, point-
ing out that María is both ‘the black- shawled woman who lived and loved’ and 
also ‘la hija de la Chingada,’ and drawing on the long history of tension within 
the writings of authors such as Octavio Paz and within Mexican culture itself 
and also challenging this male- centered view of history. 43  These activists called 
for greater educational opportunity for their gender, an acceptance of partner-
ship between Chicanos and Chicanas, and a complete rejection of the customary 
cultural attitude that saw females as suited only to ‘get married and to have chil-
dren.’ 44  Women throughout the movement and in a variety of forums demanded 
an end to patriarchy in the Chicano community while maintaining a commit-
ment to Chicano men and the Chicano Movement. 

 Railing against machismo’s corrosive effect, most Chicana women advocated a 
new model for gender relations within the Chicano community. The exploration of 
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gender relations by Chicana women— even if it was seen as threatening by some 
men— was not, in the main, a rejection of men in the life of Chicanas but, rather, 
a desire to make life better for all. As Juana Serros explained, ‘Chicanas have com-
mon concerns and recognize the need to work together for the betterment of 
the entire Chicano community.’ 45  One activist argued that  carnalas  (sisters) must 
dedicate their efforts to ‘ourselves, then to “La Raza”,’ as they make the movement 
their own. 46  While some called for unity, others analyzed the very real problems 
faced by women in the Chicano and broader community. In one autobiographi-
cal piece, Dolores Huerta described her life- long dedication to activism and the 
gender- based criticism that she had often faced because of it. She refused to let 
such criticism bother her or to see female activists as in any way ‘bad’ mothers 
or ‘unwomanly’ women; rather, she embraced the notion of the ‘communal fam-
ily.’ 47  Yet, tensions over ideology and self- fashioning were clear in some cases: 
one woman in a letter to the editor felt obliged to insist that ‘I ain’t no women’s 
libber,’ even as she praised the publication for hiring more female journalists and 
offering more coverage of women’s issues within the Chicano community and 
the general society. 48  

 Longer- format publications explored the Chicana woman’s struggle for per-
sonhood across time.  Encuentro Femenil  was founded in 1973 for women activist 
writers to make information available to Chicana women and the broader com-
munity in an accessible style somewhere between the Chicano newspaper and 
the scholarly journal. Essays such as ‘The Realities of Being a Woman/Chicana’ 
gave concrete examples of Chicana women as the makers of Chicano history and 
the heads of Chicano families. This essay pointed out in direct language that over 
‘50% of Chicano families have female heads of households over 40 years of age’ in 
places such as Los Angeles where women provided for families and raised children 
without a male partner. 49  Chicana women wrote in mainstream publications as 
well. The rise of Chicanas to leadership positions in public life was charted in the 
 Los Angeles Times  in articles such as ‘From Follower to Leader,’ which explored 
the role played by Lupe Anguiano, a former nun and UFW organizer assigned to 
Michigan’s grape boycott, who led many efforts to bring Chicana women into 
the political sphere nationwide. 50  In this article Anguiano refl ected on her initial 
reluctance to take charge of activist management as a UFW organizer and her 
evolution by the early 1970s into a Chicana who worked to help other Chicanas 
to fi ght against their oppression as women and as minorities. By the early 1970s 
women’s voices were becoming louder and more compelling, and the end of the 
decade saw more women in leadership positions in the Chicano Movement. 51  

 In the Chicano and Chicana press women called for a brand of liberation 
that encompassed all of La Raza. Women leveled critiques at the exclusion of 
women from the formal leadership of organizations and created their own orga-
nizations as a result. Women also unraveled the knotted relationship of misogyny 
in limiting the revolutionary potential of the movement as they demanded an 
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end to calls on the part of men and many women that the Chicana feminist ques-
tion be set aside to allow Chicano nationalism to proceed without revision. The 
varied threads of restriction on the potential of women within the movement 
were roundly critiqued, as was the practice of some men within the movement to 
marginalize the role of feminists by categorizing them as disloyal movement 
participants. The revolutionary fervor of the Chicano Movement had inspired 
men and women to analyze their unequal position in American society and to 
reject exclusion by calling for revolutionary change. This process included the 
further step of reconsidering and recasting the place of Chicana women within 
the movement, the community, and the broader society. 52  

 As the 1970s progressed, women organized meetings and in some cases ran for 
elective offi ce or pushed for a greater role in government-funded or agency work 
focused on the needs of Mexican Americans. Chicanas brought women together 
to discuss the issues facing them within society and within the movement. In 
May 1971 Chicana activists met in Houston, Texas, at ‘Mujeres Por La Raza,’ a 
conference meant to explore women’s issues in the movement. The conference 
revealed the degree to which Chicanas experienced discrimination in the main-
stream and in the Chicano Movement and highlighted divisions among Chicanas 
when it came to remedies and relationships with Chicano men. Other meetings 
were held at the state and city level throughout the 1970s, as Chicana and Latina 
women considered the issues they faced within their own communities and in 
the wider world of work, family, and society. Older organizations such as the 
League of Latin American Citizens (LULAC) also increasingly paid attention to 
women’s issues and held meetings to explore these as the decade wore on. From 
Kansas to Indiana, New Mexico to Texas, women were meeting and discussing 
their place in Chicano society and the roles they wanted to play moving forward. 
They wanted greater educational, economic, and political opportunities. As early 
as 1972, Chicanas writing for  La Luz , a monthly based in Denver, had developed a 
pan- Latino framework and leveled a critique against both internal machismo and 
sexism within the broader society, as they considered the achievements of Puerto 
Rican and Chicana women and began to use the term ‘Hispanic’ in reference 
to the broader community of Latinas. 53  By the end of the 1970s many Chicana 
women were running successfully for offi ce and moving into positions of power 
and responsibility, yet there was much more to accomplish both within the Chi-
cano community and outside in the larger society. 54   

  Chicano Publishing and Artistic Expression 

 While some Chicano newspapers sought to explain the Chicano Movement’s ide-
ology and history, others concentrated on expressing movement ideology through 
art and literary production. Certainly, many Chicano newspapers did both and 
dedicated ample space for poetry, short stories, line drawing, photography, and art 
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or the promotion of arts events. But other publications focused specifi cally on the 
development of Chicano literary and artistic culture. The mix of newspapers and 
journals that provided space for some level of artistic production included many 
newspapers that became members of the CPA as well many established in the mid 
1970s. Several important Chicano and Chicana poets, authors, and artists wrote 
for newspapers as did many others who may have produced one or two poems 
and nothing more. 

  Con Safos: Refl ections on Life in the Barrio  was a magazine, published ‘twice or 
maybe thrice a year’ in Los Angeles that merged the Chicano newspaper model 
with that of a literary magazine. 55  In the short time it was published it served as a 
bridge between movement papers and those seeking a more artistic and literary 
format. 56  The magazine appeared when the editors had ‘money to pay the printer’ 
and material that ‘says it.’ The editors boasted that a year’s subscription entitled the 
subscriber to four issues even if ‘IT TAKES A HUNDRED YEARS’ to publish 
them. 57  This honesty refl ected the character of underground and Chicano news-
paper and magazine publishing during this period to be sure.  Con Safos  featured 
striking cover art commissioned from Chicano artists and photographers, who 
often blended themes evident in Mexican and Chicano muralism with the under-
ground press aesthetic of 1960s and early 1970s countercultural motifs. 58  The 
staff was divided among fi ction, social and political, and arts editors. Poetry and 
essays were featured alongside graphics and the trademark ‘C/S’ symbol of the 
magazine throughout. 59  While the poetry refl ects the types of concerns held by 
poets in more traditional Chicano newspapers of the era, the format was clearly 
meant to follow the literary magazine model, with each edition offering essays, 
short stories, poems, graphic art or photography. In one edition the editors pro-
vided a glossary of common terms in Chicano Spanish such as defi nitions for 
‘Chola’ (female friend or gang member), ‘Pachuco’ (old school gang member or 
cool guy), and ‘Rucas’ (slang for girlfriend) among many other common phrases 
used in barrio Spanish. 60   Con Safos  published in serial the work of movement 
attorney and counterculture activist Oscar Zeta Acosta and in the last few pages 
of every issue offered readers pieces such as ‘Answers to the Barriology Exami-
nation #4,’ which added a humorous dimension to the important cultural work 
presented in its issues. 61   Con Safos  saw itself as an ‘aesthetic outgrowth, which is 
ultimately the soul of a movement’ and ‘the soul of history’ to give voice to Chi-
canos and the people of the barrios of the United States as ‘a gesture of defi ance’ 
and ‘an overt rejection of the cold and indifferent gabacho (Anglo) imposition.’ 62  

 Other Chicano publications were meant to function more formally as literary 
journals or academic quarterlies, yet in the early 1970s they also had a Chicano 
press aesthetic. Such journals included  El Grito: A Journal of Contemporary Mexican- 
American Thought , founded in Berkeley in 1967, which ceased publication in 1974, 
and  Revista Chicano- Requeña   (Chicano Puerto Rican Review) of Gary, Indiana, 
which began publication in 1973 and continued through the 1980s. They gave 
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Chicano, Chicana, and Puerto Rican writers and poets, academics and critics 
the space to develop early works in Chicano and Chicana history, literature, and 
criticism as well as more general Latino subject matter. These journals published 
original research on Mexican American life, history, and social problems, as well as 
creative work and fi ction. Though short- lived, they provided many Chicano aca-
demics and writers with a forum for their earliest published works. These journals 
applied scholarly publication standards such as peer review, yet saw their efforts as 
an outgrowth of movement politics. These journals were not merely committed 
to producing Chicano and Latino knowledge but to highlighting this artistic and 
literary work for a broader community. 63   Revista Chicano- Requeña   evolved into 
 Americas Review , which launched the careers of many Latino nonfi ction authors 
and became the foundation for  Arte Público  Press (see below). 

 Chicanos also established academic journals and newsletters focused on the 
production of a Chicano intellectual project within the academic world. Central 
to this project was the founding of  Aztlán , which in its earliest editions resembled 
the Chicano periodicals being printed in barrios and in college towns nationwide. 
Essays explored Chicano history and intellectual development, and the aesthetic 
of the journal included space dedicated to art, poetry, and some line drawings and 
graphics reminiscent of Chicano newspapers. The fi rst few years of  Aztlán  show 
how a successful journal can have its roots in a movement dedicated to bridging 
the gap between Chicano faculty and graduate students and the Chicano com-
munity.  Aztlán  continues today as a premier scholarly journal and has inspired 
related law review journals with an emphasis on the publication of scholarly 
research on Mexican Americans, yet true to its movement roots  Aztlán  still pub-
lishes poetry and art. 64  

 In addition to journals and artistic magazines, Chicanos and their supporters 
started programs to publish poetry, fi ction, and scholarly work. Key among these 
was  Editorial Quinto Sol , founded in 1968 in Berkeley, California, the fi rst Chicano 
publishing house to grow out of the movement. While it began with the publica-
tion of the journal  El Grito , the mission of  Quinto Sol  expanded to encompass the 
publication of anthologies and new works of fi ction by early Chicano authors.  El 
Grito  published material in regional and hybrid US versions of Spanish that often 
engaged in code- switching between Spanish and English. The goal was to pro-
duce literary work that refl ected Chicano culture and the mood of the Chicano 
Movement.  Quinto Sol  also established the  Premio Quinto Sol  in 1970, a literary 
award given to the best work of fi ction by Chicano authors, to highlight the 
accomplishments of Mexican- ancestry writers in the United States. Tomás Rivera, 
author of the novel  . . . Y No Se Lo Tragó La Tierra  (. . . And the Earth Did Not 
Devour Him), was the fi rst  Premio  recipient and worked thereafter with  Quinto 
Sol  to promote the work of Chicano authors. Other  Premio  recipients included 
Rodolfo Anaya, Rolando Hinojosa, and Estela Portillo- Trambley. In 1979, Nicolás 
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Kanellos established Arte Público Press, which continues this tradition in a pan- 
Latino way as a publishing house for Chicano, Puerto Rican, and other Latino 
authors. Several authors who published important works, often their fi rst, in Arte 
Público include Ana Castillo, Sandra Cisneros, Helena María Viramontes, and Vic-
tor Villaseñor. 65  The growing infl uence of several Chicano scholars prodded some 
university press, houses to publish Chicano scholarship. Key among these was 
the University of Notre Dame Press, due to the infl uence of Julian Samora, who 
put pressure on the university to publish Chicano- focused scholarship beginning 
in the 1960s and fl owering in the mid 1970s. Bilingual Review/Press, founded 
in 1974 by poet and professor Gary Keller/El Huitlacoche likewise published 
many seminal works of Chicano authors and continues to this date. 66  By the 
1980s, while few of the original Chicano presses survived, university presses and 
mainstream publishers increasingly became aware of the market for books by Chi-
cano and Latino authors. Yet it was often those presses with roots in the Chicano 
movement that kept canonical texts in print. The Chicano press movement and 
the Chicano publication movement were intimately linked, as Chicano men and 
women sought to produce their own culture visually and via the printed word 
much as previous ethnic communities had done.  

  Conclusion 

A s was true for young people across the world in the 1960s and 1970s, Chicanos 
sought to defi ne themselves and create a new community through their publica-
tions and writing. The Chicano press movement grew out of the Chicano Move-
ment and expanded in tandem with it. Chicano newspapers shared stories and 
format and reported on the important events of the day at the national level but 
also at the local level. A review of newspapers from Kansas City to Chicago, San 
Antonio to Los Angeles reveals the truly national aspects of the Chicano Move-
ment, which through dozens of publications told the stories of Chicanos in places 
as different as Wisconsin and New Mexico, San Diego, California, and Lansing, 
Michigan, yet in such a way that Chicanos could see all these places as part of a 
Chicano nation. The Chicano press movement also enabled the expansion into 
new areas of publication, as it provided a forum for dissent within the community 
and the expression of viewpoints that critiqued the very nature of Chicano iden-
tity. Women both within the Chicano press and in their own publications (which 
fl ourished in the 1970s) increasingly brought critique and support to the broader 
project of Chicano nationalism and identity as they presented models that offered 
a way for participants to be both Chicano nationalist and antisexist simultane-
ously. 67  The lasting infl uence of the Chicano press movement lies in the greater 
acceptance of Latino journalists and fi ction authors nationwide, in mainstream 
English and increasingly bilingual media outlets. 
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